Communicating Climate Change
and Environmental Challenges

througnh the Down to Earth
Podcast by the IEEE GRSS

Authors

Stephanie Tumampos™*’, Keely Roth"*,
Nicole Bedford?*, Mailyne K. Briggs®

Affiliations

1- IEEE Geoscience and Remote Sensing Society
2 - Technical University of Munich

3 - Planet

4 - Nicole Bedford Films

5 - Kilam Media

*contact: stephtumampos@ieee.org

Down to Earth: A Podcast for Geoscientists by Geoscientists (DTE), by the IEEE Geoscience and
Remote Sensing Society (GRSS), is a podcast that serves as a platform to disseminate knowledge

and dialogue, addressing critical topics in geoscience and Earth observation while exemplifying the
power of audio storytelling in communicating science concepts. Conceived in 2020 with its first
season debuting in 2021, the podcast began by highlighting women geoscientists, their work, and
their mentorship of others. The podcast has since grown into a prominent voice in the geoscience
and remote sensing community. [t offers engaging conversations that appeal to both technical

experts and a broader audience interested in the topics.
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A PODCAST FOR GEOSCIENTISTS BY GEOSCIENTISTS

Overview

Across six seasons to date, the podcast has tackled
a diverse range of themes with two seasons
specifically focused on climate change. Other
seasons have explored climate-adjacent subjects
including open science, real-world geoscience
applications, tools and methods, and artificial
intelligence (Al).
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Methodology

In this podcast, complex scientific ideas and topics
are explored in an accessible and engaging manner.
This visualization provides listeners the opportunity to
grasp intricate topics, as discussions are driven by
probing questions and well-articulated responses
from the guest speakers, who are often leading
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conversational exchange between the host

AUDIO STORYTELLING FORMAT

The podcast “visualizes” jargon,
terminologies and concepts through the

and guest speakers.
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scientists and/or experts in their fields.
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MARKETING MATERIALS

The ability to highlight and disseminate climate change
information is further enhanced by the marketing SEASON 3
materials designed to not only increase listenership, but < LISTEN HERE
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approachability. This creates an appeal to audiences Y |
ranging from students and early-career researchers to INTERVIEW
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Results
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Bl Conclusion

The aim of the DTE podcast, aside from ensuring that it aligns with the organization’s mission to
promote the advancement and dissemination of knowledge and techniques, is to foster a sense of
community among those in the geoscience and remote sensing field. By featuring a diverse array of
voices from different regions, backgrounds and areas of expertise, the podcast underscores the
Inclusive nature of the field and encourages interdisciplinary collaboration and innovation to address

climate change as well as some of the world’s most pressing challenges.
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