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BREAKING BARRIERS BY WORKING 

TOGETHER IN EARTH SCIENCE
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H.E. Dr Tidiane Ouattara

H.E. Dr Tidiane Ouattara is President of the Council of the African Space 

Agency (AfSA) since 2024.  He pioneered Africa’s space governance as 

AfSA’s inaugural Council President.

Dr Ouattara is a distinguished expert in space policy and sciences.  He has 

a PhD in Remote Sensing/GIS (Sherbrooke University, Canada) and has 

held leadership roles at Canada’s Space Agency (International Relations), 

Natural Resources Canada (Senior Science/Policy Advisor), and 

Environment Canada (Geospatial Management).

Formerly at the African Union Commission, Dr Ouattara coordinated the 

African Outer Space Programme including GMES & Africa program.

Dr Ouattara is a bilingual professional with tremendous experience in 

space R&D, policy and international relations.
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Dr Paul Bate

Dr Paul Bate has been CEO of the UK Space Agency (UKSA) since 

September 2021.

UKSA are the 2025 Chair of the Committee on Earth Observation Satellites 

(CEOS).

Dr Bate leads a team of more than 300 who provide the R&D funding to use 

space to increase prosperity across the world, protect the planet, and to 

understand the universe.

Prior to space, Dr Bate ran global sales at Babylon Health, which floated on 

the New York Stock Exchange in 2021, and built a consultancy business.

Dr Bate was David Cameron’s senior health adviser in Downing Street and 

led on health targets and finances in Tony Blair’s Delivery Unit.  He holds a 

PhD in Particle Physics.
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Mrs Kandasri Limpakom

Mrs Kandasri Limpakom is the Deputy Executive Director at the Geo-

Informatics and Space Technology Development Agency, Thailand.

Mrs Limpakom supervises and provides advice and counsel to the 

management in the strategic planning and the development and innovation 

of GISTDA’s Geo-Informatics products & services.

A computer scientist by training, Mrs Limpakom has been instrumental in 

promoting the utilisation of satellite data and remote sensing applications to 

national and international users.
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Dr Christian Feichtinger

Dr Christian Feichtinger is the Executive Director of the International 

Astronautical Federation (IAF), the world’s leading space advocacy body with 

more than 563 members in 81 countries, including all leading space agencies, 

industries, research institutions, universities, societies, associations, institutes 

and museums worldwide.

Before moving to the IAF, Dr Feichtinger, who comes from Austria, spent three 

years as senior advisor on exploration at the European Space Agency (ESA). 

Prior to that, he was head of ESA’s permanent mission in the Russian 

Federation, after having worked as the Agency’s representative for human 

space flight and exploration in Moscow for 10 years.

Dr Feichtinger holds a PhD in space experimentation from Graz University of 

Technology, Austria.
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Dr Hironori Maejima

Dr Hironori Maejima was appointed as the Senior Chief Officer of Earth 

Observation Missions in April 2024, responsible for administrating all JAXA 

Earth observation missions.

Dr Maejima currently serves as the Chair of the Strategic Implementation Team 

(SIT) for the Committee on Earth Observation Satellites (CEOS).

Dr Maejima joined NASDA (now part of JAXA) in 1991. He contributed to the 

development of multiple satellite missions, including both Earth observation and 

space science domains (ADEOS-II, SELENE and BepiColombo).  After serving 

as the head of the Space Science Program, Dr Maejima became the project 

manager for the X-ray Imaging and Spectroscopy Mission (XRISM). 

Dr Maejima earned a Master's degree in Electrical and Communications 

Engineering, specialising in Radio Communication Engineering, from Tohoku 

University, and a Ph.D. in Systems Engineering from Keio University.  
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Dr Karen M. St. Germain

Dr Karen St. Germain is the Division Director of the Earth Science Division, in 

the Science Mission Directorate, at the National Aeronautics and Space 

Administration (NASA).  She provides executive leadership, strategic direction, 

and overall management for the agency’s Earth Science portfolio, including a 

fleet of over two dozen satellites that are currently viewing our home planet from 

space. 

Dr St. Germain came to NASA from the NOAA Satellite and Information 

Service, where she served as the Deputy Assistant Administrator, Systems 

(DAAS), with responsibility for leading the development of the nation’s 

operational weather satellite systems. 

Dr St. Germain holds a B.Sc. in electrical engineering from Union College and a 

Ph.D. in Electrical Engineering from the University of Massachusetts. She is 

also a Distinguished Graduate of the National War College, National Defense 

University where she earned an M.Sc. in National Security Strategy.
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Dr Ariel C. Blanco

Dr. Ariel C. Blanco is a Professor of Geodetic Engineering at the University of 

the Philippines Diliman.  He is seconded to the Philippine Space Agency 

(PhilSA) as the Director of the Space Information Infrastructure Bureau (SIIB). 

Dr. Blanco successfully led and completed various R&D projects utilising 

geospatial technologies in various applications, including environmental and 

agricultural. 

The SIIB manages infrastructures including ground stations and high-

performance computing facilities and develops methodologies, systems, and 

tools to realise the space data value chain.

Dr Blanco obtained his B.Sc. in Geodetic Engineering from the University of the 

Philippines Diliman, his M.Sc. in Geographic Information Systems from the 

University of Melbourne in Australia, and his Doctor of Engineering in 

Environmental Informatics from the Tokyo Institute of Technology in Japan.
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Mr Lorant Czaran

Mr Lorant Czaran is Officer-in-Charge in the Space Applications Section at the 

United Nations Office for Outer Space Affairs (UNOOSA). He is also the Head of 

the UN Platform for Space-based Information for Disaster Management and 

Emergency Response (UN-SPIDER).

He is leading efforts to raise awareness and to provide better access to space 

technologies for countries, including for disaster and crisis situations.

Mr Czaran represents the UN in specialised bodies such as ISO/TC211 and the 

Open Geospatial Consortium (OGC), and was also a Vice-Chair of the UN 

Geospatial Network for several years.  Mr Czaran is the current Vice-Chair of 

the Committee on Earth Observation Satellites (CEOS) Working Group on 

Disasters.

Mr Czaran holds the equivalent of a Master’s degree in Geography and Russian 

Language from the Babes-Bolyai University of Cluj, Romania.
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H.E. Dr Tidiane 

Outtara

President

African Space Agency (AfSA)
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Dr Paul 

Bate

Chair

Committee on Earth 

Observation Satellites (CEOS)
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Mrs Kandasri 

Limpakom

Deputy Executive Director

Geo-Informatics and Space 

Technology Development 

Agency, Thailand
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Dr Christian 

Feichtinger

Executive Director

International Astronautical 

Federation
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Dr Hironori

Maejima

Senior Chief Officer of Earth 

Observation Missions

Japan Aerospace Exploration 

Agency (JAXA)
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Dr Karen

St. Germain

Earth Science Division 

Director

National Aeronautics and 

Space Administration (NASA)
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Dr Ariel

Blanco

Space Information 

Infrastructure Bureau Director

Philippine Space Agency 

(PhilSA)
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Mr Lorant

Czaran

Officer-in-Charge, Space 

Applications Section

United Nations Office for 

Outer Space Affairs 

(UNOOSA)
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