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Working Group on Geospatial Information

Focused on bringing geography to the SDG indicators
A working group of the Inter-Agency and Expert Group on the SDG Indicators

Membership across Member State Statistical and Geospatial Agencies, SDG
Custodian Agencies, Civil Society and Academia

Key resources include:

 The SDGs Geospatial Roadmap

* The Shortlist on the SDGs indicators through a geographical lens

e Reports on “Global and complementary geospatial data for SDGs” and “Land
cover datasets for SDGs”

* .... Now, the position paper: Rescuing the SDGs with Geospatial Information:
How geospatial information can transform the production, measurement,
monitoring and dissemination of SDG indicators
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Rescuing the SDGs with Geospatial Information
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How geospatial information can transform the production, measurement, monitoring and dissemination of SDG indicators =, f‘ALS

Storymap

Big Ideas

The “Big Ideas” So what do we do? How do we do it? The “Rescuing” paper distils a call
to action with a short summary for policy makers followed by discussions on:

 How we can ensure the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development benefits from

geospatial information

* |dentifying key stakeholders and ideas - empowering them to overcome challenges
and embrace opportunities through using geospatial information Report

* Push past the present frontiers of SDG Data by discussing the role of new data
technologies and globally available datasets for enabling local and national SDG
monitoring that are only recently available.

https://we.tl/t-i0d1lvWAqgk
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Our road to here

This paper draws upon both qualitative and
guantitative experiences:

Highlights potential gaps in reporting and
potential quick wins

Aims to strengthen the geospatial perspective to
IAEG-SDGs process — especially when discussing
methodological innovations/improvements
across the indicator framework as part of the
Comprehensive Review

Further contextualises the previous work of the
WGGI, including the SDGs Geospatial Roadmap
and its reports on “Global and complementary
geospatial data for SDGs” and “Land cover
datasets for SDGs”
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Final version of Paper

On 9 January — the WGGI adopted the paper and entrusted its finalization to the co-Chairs



Paper: Rescuing the SDGs with Geospatial Information

How geospatial information can transform the production, measurement, monitoring and dissemination of SDG indicators

Why Storymap

* The statistical community understands that geospatial information and
EO can provide new and consistent data sources and methodologies to
integrate multiple “location-based” variables to support and inform
official statistics and the indicators for the SDGs.

* These methods are able to fill data gaps and improve the temporal and
spatial resolutions of data, by bringing together information from various
sources, particularly related to environment.

* This paper aims to highlight potential gaps in reporting and potential Report
quick wins; strengthen the geospatial perspective to the IAEG-SDGs
process — especially when discussing methodological
innovations/improvements across the indicator framework as part of the
Comprehensive Review;

* Further contextualize the previous work of the WGGI, including the SDGs
Geospatial Roadmap & reports: “Global and complementary geospatial
data for SDGs” and “Land cover datasets for SDGs”. https://we.tl/t-i0d1lVWAgK
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Storymap - examples

DANE, Colombia: results and methodologies of SDGs

nationally produced and disseminated across Colombia
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Storymap: WMO's State of the Global Climate 2022

Annual Temperature Anomalies 2022
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What

* Use guidance on how SDG indicators can be disaggregated by geographic location: enables the provision
of more localized granular data.

* Highlight the need to consider improvements to the SDG indicator metadata: geospatial capabilities to
improve the metadata, in turn, improving reporting.

* Use guidance on how geography impacts the indicators. Highlighting potential approaches and guidance
that could be developed to help break down the challenges that countries (and SDGs Custodians) have with
reporting.

How

1. Implement Frameworks — Guided by the SDGs Geospatial Roadmap as the mandated resource for statistical and
geospatial actors working within the global indicator framework of the SDGs.

2. Increase collaboration - Increasing collaboration at every level is fundamental to accelerating progress: fostering
collaboration with staff counterparts in other agencies and ministries and peers in other countries

3. Take a geospatial approach allowing more and innovative approaches in using geospatial data across different
targets and indicators when appropriate

4. Review and amend SDG indicator metadata to incorporate the geospatial dimension. Beginning with the ‘Shortlist
results of the analysis of the Global Indicator Framework with a “geographic location” lens — 2nd edition’, there is a
geospatial basis from which many SDG indicators can be produced, measured, and monitored.

5. Prioritize a ‘Country-led and country-owned’ approach that focuses on national data needs and selected methods
fit-for-purpose, but recognize that national data, due to a variety of factors, may only take countries so far. Globally
available datasets, which often will not have similar ownership characteristics as nationally produced data still have
equivalent quality and scientifically trusted accuracy. These datasets should be used to fill national data gaps still
enable an indication of development and highlight where and how countries should invest for the future

6. Simple and impactful storytelling: the importance of data visualization - Storymap

OALS

Storymap

https://we.tl/t-i0d1lvWAqgk
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Storymap - examples

2019 — FAO led the revision of the Mountain
Green Cover Index metadata
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Bringing Geography to the SDG Indicators

Outcomes of the Rescuing Paper
* ldentifying issues with how things are reported within the global database
* Under-reporting -> need Geographic disaggregation within the statistics.
* Reviewing the Indicator Metadata

* Proposing quick-wins, methodological advancements that help improve the reporting of the indicators

* Much of the SDG metadata is drafted following a “bottom-up” approach, and the geospatial/EO-based
“top-down” approach is not considered. It is reasonable to consider that metadata guideline was
developed as part of the indicator ideation and does not take into consideration geospatial capabilities
that we unknown to those who developed the initial metadata

* Providing enhanced guidance on how geography impacts the indicators

* e.g.some SIDS are one MODIS pixel — but this will work for other countries. What guidance could (and
should) be developed to help break down the challenges that countries (and SDGs Custodians) have with

reporting.
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Thank you

Contacts:

* WGGI Co-Chair: Mary Smyth <Mary.Smyth@cso.ie>

* WGGI Co-Chair: Sandra Liliana Moreno Mayorga <slmorenom@dane.gov.co>;
* UN-GGIM: Mark lliffe <mark.iliffe@un.org>




	Title and Agenda
	Folie 1: Geospatial and EO Integration in SDG Monitoring & Reporting

	Introduction
	Folie 2: UN-IAEG WGGI
	Folie 3: Rescuing the SDGs with Geospatial Information  How geospatial information can transform the production, measurement, monitoring and dissemination of SDG indicators

	Rescuing Paper
	Folie 4: Rescuing the SDGs with Geospatial Information  How geospatial information can transform the production, measurement, monitoring and dissemination of SDG indicators
	Folie 5:  How geospatial information can transform the production, measurement, monitoring and dissemination of SDG indicators 
	Folie 6: DANE, Colombia: results and methodologies of SDGs nationally produced and disseminated across Colombia                   
	Folie 7
	Folie 8: Storymap - examples
	Folie 9: Bringing Geography to the SDG Indicators
	Folie 10


