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Objective of the programme

“to support young scientists, at post-doctoral level, to undertake 

cutting-edge research in Earth Observation, Earth System Science 

or Climate Research, maximising the scientific return of ESA and 

European EO missions and datasets through the development of 

novel EO methods, techniques and products, and by delivering 

excellent scientific results addressing the Science themes and 

questions identified in the ESA EO Science Strategy.”
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Web Page

All information about the ongoing projects and  fellows 

is available at:  eo4society.esa.int

News and Results are advertised on 

eo4society.esa.int

#LivingPlanetFellows
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Geographic Impact
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Geographic Impact

The LPF scheme is open to all 22 ESA Member 
States with proposals awarded based primarily 
on their scientific excellence. 
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LPF and the Science Clusters 2018-2024

Arctic-SummIT

EO4GHRO

CASSIS

MIT-AP

GriML

ICEFLOW

UAV-OBASiS

PhysioGlob

POSEIDON

SMOWS

OVALIE

PACIFIC

SLAM DUNK

PYROPLANKTON

Vad3emecum

Cryobiolinks

SHRED

GVMAP

HI-FIVE

LostinFTC

BURNQUEST

PROMCOM

SPITFIRE

SOLVE

WIFT

MAASTA

WEATHER

EO4UTEMP

WISE

VDML

ARNETLAB

VolcScatter

IRS4BEF

VESTA

SAPT

DYGIRO

GERMANE

SIEMIC

DISG

SSIC-TEAM

IMRICA

HPLF-SSA

IS-AURORA

RaiPEAT_InSAR

GROUNDED_EO

EOCYTES

L2A-RUT

ISML

RISOTTO

SentinelNamib
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Publications 2018–2023
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Recent Living Planet Fellows

Diane Knappett

Marco Celesti

John Gittings

Romy Schlogel

Olga Ortega

Penelope How

Kristin Böttcher

Thorsten Seehaus

Alexis Hrysiewicz

Luke Brown

Matthew Gaddes

Javier PachecoZinovia Mitraka

Daniel Billet

Joan Llort

Tim Trent

Henna Hannula

Victor Pellet

ESA Supports young researchers 

who have a doctoral degree and 

who would like to initiate a 

scientific career in Earth System 

Science. There are ~30 currently 

active fellowships 
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Living Planet Fellowship: Alumni

Cassandra Normandin

Mariette Vreugdenhil Andreas Schneider Ivan Pakhotin Jack Landy Audrey Hasson

Francescopaolo SicaBas AltenaMarco BellaciccoAlice CarretWilliam Llovel

Javier GorroñoDevin HuyghebaertWolfgang SzwillusCarlo ArosioWilliam E Archer

Sophia Walther Anna Kontu

‘….was invaluable in developing close collaborations with 

researchers in my field, through the research stay abroad and by 

the efforts of ESA to include fellows in ESA meetings and 

workshops….’

‘….allowed me to pursue my research but also fostered the 

exchange with ESA’s other solid Earth observation projects that 

provided an additional and unique perspective.’ 

“The fellowship offered me the opportunity to focus on my own 

research work. The experience of managing a small research 

project is a valuable learning step towards managing larger 

projects.”

“I felt that scientific exchange was fostered both directly through 

collaboration with external partners on the project …. I also 

appreciated any chance to exchange with other fellows on their 

experiences and professional choices.”

“What I greatly appreciated about the fellowship was ESA’s 

flexibility and support …. The fellowship gave me the opportunity to 

independently manage a project for the first time and encouraged 

the collaboration with other research groups in the ozone 

community.”

“…was important to consolidate my research with more time and 

flexibility to reconsider different strategies. Working in close 

collaboration with ESA colleagues means that this is not just 

research but it is embedded into the development strategy for 

different EO missions”
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Living Planet Fellowship Coordination

O
C

E
A

N
S

Speaker Project presented Time

Joan Llort Jordi (Barcelona Supercomputing Centre 

– BSC )

Impacts of Pyrogenic Aerosols on Plankton 

Ecosystems - PYROPLANKTON

12:27-

12:34

John Anthony Gittings (National and Kapodistrian 

University of Athens)

Phytoplankton and Fisheries Under Regional 

Warming in The Global Oceans - POSEIDON

12:34-

12:41

Anna Rufas (Department of Earth Sciences - 

University of Oxford)

Combining a Stochastic LAgrangian Model of 

Marine Particles with ESA’s Big Data to 

Understand the Effects of a ChaNging Ocean on 

the PlanKtonicFood Web - SLAM DUNK

12:41-

12:48

C
R

Y
O

S
P

H
E

R
E

Speaker Project presented Time

Penelope How (Geological Survey of Denmark and 

Greenland - GEUS)

Examining Greenland’s Ice Marginal Lakes 

Under A Changing Climate - GRimL

12:05-

12:12

Henna Hannula (Finnish Meteorological Institute -

FMI)

UAV observations of BRDF and albedo over sea 

ice and snow - UAV-OBASIS

12:12-

12:19

Kirk Scanlan (Technical University of Denmark- 

DTU)

A Multi-Sensor Synthesis for the Spatiotemporal 

Quantification of Near-Surface Density across the 

Greenland Ice Sheet - EO4GHRO

12:19-

12:26

A
T

M
O

S
P

H
E

R
E

Speaker Project presented Time

Laia Amoros (Finnish Meteorological Institute -

FMI)

Monitoring Atmospheric Anomalies from Space: A 

Topological Approach - MAASTA

11:36-

11:43

Tobias Braun (University of Leipzig) Earth Surface Impacts of Hydrological Extremes 

along Global Atmospheric River Networks - 

ARNETLAB

11:43-

11:50

Daniel Coxon (University of Leicester) SPectroscopy In The Far InfraREd: Reducing 

uncertainties in spectroscopic line parameters for 

ESA’s FORUM mission - SPITFIRE

11:50-

11:57

Ivar van der Velde (Netherlands Institute for Space 

Research (NWO-I) )

Burning questions on carbon emissions from fires 

- BURNQUEST

11:57-

12:04

Session 2 (11:30 AM to 13:00 AM) 

E
A

R
T

H
 P

R
O

C
E

S
S

E
S

Speaker Project presented Time

Riccardo Palamá (Telecommunications 

Technology Centre of Catalonia - CTTC)

Wide-Area Sentinel-1 Deformation 

Classification for Advanced Data 

Exploitation - WISE

08:41 

-

08:48

Edna Dualeh (COMET - School of Earth Sciences, 

University of Bristol)

Developing systematic SAR backscatter 

tools for volcanic monitoring - 

VolcScatter

08:48

-

08:55

Magnus Ivarsen (University of Saskatchewan) The Shape of Auroral Plasma 

Turbulence - SAPT

08:55 

-

09:02

B
IO

S
P

H
E

R
E

Speaker Project presented Time

Alexis Hrysiewicz (University College Dublin) Raised Peatland Ecohydrology 

Evaluation through Sentinel-1 InSAR 

data and Machine Learning - 

RaiPEAT_InSAR

09:03

-

09:10

Javier Pacheco (Max Planck Institute for 

Biogeochemistry)

Integrated Remote Sensing for 

Biodiversity-Ecosystem Function  - 

IRS4BEF

09:10

-

09:17

Luke Brown (University of Salford)

Ground Reference Observations 

Underlying Novel Decametric 

Vegetation Data Products from Earth 

Observation - Grounded EO

09:17

-

09:24

Mateus Dantas (Senckenberg Society for Nature 

Research)

VEgetation Spatialization of Traits 

Algorithm  - VESTA

09:24

-

09:31

Paul Vermunt (University of Twente) Reference data for Improved Sar-based 

fOresT waTer Observables - RISOTTO

09:31

-

09:38

Samuel Favrichon (Gamma Remote Sensing Ag) Global vegetation monitoring from active 

and passive microwave sensors - 

GVMAP

09:38

-

09:45

Zinovia (Zina) Mitraka (Remote Sensing Lab, 

Foundation for Research and Technology Hellas – 

FORTH )

Large scale exploitation of satellite data 

for the assessment of urban surface 

temperatures - EO4UTEMP

09:45

-

09:52

Session 1 (08:30 AM to 10:00 AM) 

A forum to present your results to the other fellows (and 

ESA), share your experiences and explore mechanisms for 

future collaboration. 
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Programmatic Areas

• Advancing Novel Methods and Techniques: Targeted 

research projects aimed at developing innovative methods, 

novel algorithms and new EO products and datasets; to expand 

the missions’ product portfolio and stimulate novel science 

results and innovative applications. 

• Advancing Earth System Science: Cutting-edge scientific 

activities aimed at maximizing the scientific impact of ESA and 

European missions in terms of new discoveries and advances in 

Earth system science addressing the challenges of the ESA EO 

Science Strategy

• Activities in Support of the Sentinel User Preparation 

Programme: scientific research aimed at preparation of 

European entities to exploit the opportunities offered by the 

future Copernicus Sentinel Expansion and Next Generation 

missions.

Focus on the ESA Earth Observation Strategy, its science themes and science questions
https://esamultimedia.esa.int/docs/EarthObservation/ESA_Earth_Observation_Science_Strategy_issued_Sept_20
24.pdf
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More Information

Website: https://eo4society.esa.int/communities/scientists/living-planet-fellowship/  

Contact: EOScience@esa.int 

Most recent call - 2023 Call For Proposals: https://eo4society.esa.int/2023/08/28/living-planet-fellowship-call-

for-proposals-2023/

2025 call coming soon

Please read the Frequently Asked Questions on the Website

https://eo4society.esa.int/communities/scientists/living-planet-fellowship/
mailto:EOScience@esa.int
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Implementation (2025 call) 

Co-funded 2-year post-doctoral full-time projects proposed by new scientists through their Host Organisation

Candidate eligibility:

• Ph.D. research degree in Earth science, physics, engineering, Earth observation or a related discipline, obtained 

after 01-01-2017 or 8 years or less of research career (complete at the time of call closure)

• Nationality from an ESA Member State

Host Organisation:

• University, technical centre, laboratory, company, etc. from ESA Member States 

• Host Organisation places standard postdoctoral contract with the Candidate

• The Host Organisations co-funds at least 30% of the project overall cost (details on eligible cost categories in 

the Call Package) 

• Only one Candidate will be selected for any single organisation to maximise the geographical distribution

• Selected Candidates are Principal Investigators of the research project, and a representative of the Host 

Organisation serves as the principal ESA contact for administrative and contractual matters.

• Selected Candidates are based at their Host Organisation during contract, except for the research periods in an 

ESA centre or temporary visits to another research laboratory.
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Funding (2025 call) 

Baseline cost for ESA: 200.000 EUR = maximum 70% of the total project cost

• ESA funding may be used for salary, travel and publications of the Candidate

• Host organisation co-funds minimum 30% of the total project cost (cost categories detailed in the Call 
Package)

Options:

1. Short visiting research periods:

• Research periods up to 6 months at research institutions in ESA Member States or internationally

• Additional 2.000 EUR / month

2. Associate Scientist at ESA Earth System Science Hub in ESRIN:

• Work other young and senior scientists of different disciplines in Earth Observation and Earth system science on 
collaborative research (minimum 3 - maximum 12 months)

• Additional 2.000 EUR / month

3. Contributing to in-situ data collection and ground experiments:

• Support to undertake in-situ campaigns and ground-based experiments including contributions to 3rd party 
campaign activities.

• Additional 15.000 EUR

4. Access to cloud computing resources and digital platform services:

• Support to access cloud computing resources offered through the ESA Network of Resources (NoR)

• Additional 10.000 EUR
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